
 

 

 

 

Should you have any questions, queries or    

concerns please do not hesitate in          

contacting the Principal who will be only to 

happy to help in any way! 
 

Castleroe Primary School 
120 Castleroe Road, Coleraine. 

BT51 3RN Tel: 02870352880 

Email: info@castleroeps@c2kni.net 

 

Principal 

Mrs Samantha Williams 
B.Ed(Hons) AdCertEd(SEN) PQH(NI) 

 

 Meet the Staff 

Miss Shave works alongside Mrs Williams 

teaching Primary 5 pupils. She has worked 

in Castleroe Primary for ten years.  She 

looks after our AR Scheme and as an     

Accredited Dyslexia Assessor she supports 

the staff as they seek to help all of our   

pupils access the curriculum. 

 

When Miss Shave is not is school she    

enjoys spending time with her family. 

She lives on a farm near Ballycastle and 

enjoys helping during the busy lambing 

season.  She likes to relax by walking along 

the coast or curling up with a good book. 

   Miss Shave 

5th November   

School begins again 

 

17th November 10am –12pm 

Open Morning for parents and 

prospective parents. 

 

8th December 12pm –3pm 

Tea with Santa and  

Christmas Craft Fair 

 

19th December 7pm—8.30pm 

Christmas Carol Service 

 

21st December 12pm 

School Closes 

  

 

 

We strive to provide a warm, welcoming, secure  environment where 
children will recognise and achieve their full potential, while           

preparing to meet the  challenge of an ever changing world, in order 
to make a positive contribution to society. 

Castleroe Primary School 
    Newsletter Volume 2, Term 1a 

On Thursday 30th August, 16 primary one pupils started ‘big school’. New 

uniforms, louds bells, big playgrounds and different toilets all seemed a 

bit daunting at first but before long they had all settled in. 

Primary 1 pupils immediately got to grips with their new topic ‘Humpty 

Dumpty” by painting him in his colourful clothes, making a patterned wall 

for him to sit on and giving him a new rhyming name. They also had op-

portunity to extend their learning by ‘nurturing’ a decorated boiled egg for 

a weekend, cooking scrambled egg on toast and writing alternative 

‘happy’ endings to the well-known nursery rhyme. 

They have also been able to develop early literary experiences through 

‘Flashlight Friday’ book sessions where they listen to stories being read, 

look at books wearing head torches, entertain their friends from Little 

Acorns and choose books to take home.  

Assessing progress made by primary one pupils at the outset of the 

school year, we are reminded of Mark Twain’s famous quote, 

“The secret to getting ahead is getting started” 

Welcome to our new Primary One Class 



School Librarians and Accelerated Reading 

 

Playground Buddies 

 

 

Playground buddies are children who are specially selected  

to go on duty at playtimes to do any or all of the following: 

Organise games 

Get out and put away games equipment 

Play with children who are lonely 

Help to keep an eye on younger children 

Support children who have fallen out with their friends or are simply feeling sad 

Learning to read fluently is of vital importance to your child. The 

AR scheme is designed to work alongside reading in school and 

to enable your child to become an independent reader. 

Please encourage your child to read their AR book. You can also 

help by finding them a quiet place to read and taking time to 

talk to them about their book. Perhaps you could read your own 

book while they are reading theirs. 

Playground Buddies 2018-19 – Emily Gillespie, Daniel Laverty, Abbie Bredin, 

Oscar McMichael,  Brooke Stewart, Mollie McDowell, Laura Romanowska, 

Nadia Taras, Natalia Pollock & Jay Law. 

 

Primary Seven Visit the Radar Centre 

Primary 7 pupils enjoyed a very informative visit to the 

Radar Centre in Belfast. This centre is a fully interactive 

environment  housed inside a large warehouse.  Pupils 

can visit a Fire Station, Police Station, a house and a 

park. They can board a train and a bus and witness the 

aftermath of a road traffic accident.  

On arrival pupils are split into small groups  and taken 

around the facility by an instructor. They are taught 

about the importance of safety in the home and while 

travelling on foot and on public transport. 

They are also taught  about how to keep themselves safe 

when using the internet.   Finally they are taught about 

the dangers of  alcohol and the importance of thinking 

for themselves and making good decisions as they move 

on to their new school.   

While everyone enjoyed the experience pupils were left 

in no doubt  that behind all the fun and games was a 

very serious message. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Flatimeshighschool.files.wordpress.com%2F2015%2F11%2Far.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fhighschool.latimes.com%2Fla-river-school%2Fpros-and-cons-on-accelerated-reader-ar-program%2F&docid=0Ui_z9Qi2N9jeM&tbnid


Primary 4 Visit Dinosaur Exhibition at the Ulster Museum 

Our PTA invite you to our Annual Tea with Santa  

 

 Primary 4 visited the Ulster Museum in Belfast as part 

of their World Around Us topic ‘Dinosaurs’.  They saw 

the skeleton of Dippy the Diplodocus and found out that 

Dippy had around 292 bones in his body!  They also 

went on a ‘dinosaur trail’ and saw lots of fossils,        

dinosaur bones and a T-Rex skull!  The children had a 

fantastic time and it really helped to bring the topic to 

life for them. 

Come and enjoy 

 

‘Tea with Santa and Christmas Craft Fair’ 

 

Date: Saturday 8th December 

 

Time: 12 noon—3pm 

Meet our New School Councillors 

This year’s councillors were elected by their peers through a  

democratic vote having presented their manifestos to their class 

group.  They are as follows: 

P3 - Zoe Taylor, Ollie Cavan 

P4 -  Katie Stewart, Matthew Murphy 

P5 -  Anna Delargy, Owen Patterson 

P6 - Savanna Termonia, Evan Johnston 

P7 - Leah Chambers, Niall Williams 

 

What do our School Councillors do for us? 

 be a good role model to the rest of the school 

 talk in front of your class 

 listen to ideas from others about how to improve 

our school 

 tell your class what is said at the meeting 

 write letters from the School Council 

 have a budget (some money to spend) 

 order things from a catalogue 

 write questionnaires 

 explain what the School Council is to others 

 look after visitors 

School Councillors 2018-19 Evan Johnson, Savanna Termonia, Niall Williams, 

Leah Chambers, Matthew Murphy, Katie Stewart, Zoe Taylor, Anna Delargy &     

Ollie Cavan 

https://unbrokenwarriors.org/product/breakfast-with-santa-13/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Flatimeshighschool.files.wordpress.com%2F2015%2F11%2Far.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fhighschool.latimes.com%2Fla-river-school%2Fpros-and-cons-on-accelerated-reader-ar-program%2F&docid=0Ui_z9Qi2N9jeM&tbnid


School Librarians & Accelerated Reading 

Once again  our staff and pupils have been working hard this term  in 

partnership with Ballyhackett Primary School.  Teachers have been 

meeting together to create a new Personal Development and Mutual 

Understanding Scheme for both schools that focuses on the wellbeing 

of all.  

Pupils have been engaging in shared lessons  focused on PD&MU but 

have also given pupils  the opportunity to  develop  their thinking  skills 

and learn about their  environment.  

Shared Education—a successful learning Partnership 

P2/3 Forest Visit 

In order to tie in with our World Around Us topics we  

decided to visit Somerset Forest.  To begin our session  

together we showed the children the egg box (with pictures 

stuck inside it) in which they had to collect different items 

found in the forest.  The children from both schools worked 

together and really enjoyed looking for items that were 

‘delicate’, ‘bendy’, ‘pink’ etc. They showed respect for each 

other by sharing the egg box and taking turns to hold it.  

They had great fun building a hedgehog home using leaves 

and sticks. They then worked together to find as many leaf 

shapes as possible from different trees.  In school they     

followed up with work on identifying the leaves of the trees.  

After School Clubs 

Pupils have again been given 

the opportunity to take part in 

Judo club this year. As well as 

enabling them to develop 

physically, it has also helped 

to develop their listening 

skills, their ability to stay          

focused and to persevere.    

 

Spanish Club has proved very      

popular with each club fully         

subscribed. The children begin each 

week practising their greetings      

before learning something new 

which is reinforced in a game or a 

song.  This is followed by a relaxed 

colouring activity. Club finishes with 

another game. 

 

 

On a Wednesday afternoon pupils 

have been enjoying coming together 

to play games, sing choruses, learn 

memory verses and hear stories 

from the bible. They have been par-

ticularly enjoying the crazy quizzes 

at the end of the Club where their 

answers show that they have been  

understanding what they have been 

learning. Pupils have also enjoyed 

being given the opportunity to ask 

their own questions. 

Friday Fun Club has lived up to 

its name. Pupils have enjoyed 

making  crafts, playing with 

table top toys, building and  

engaging in imaginative play. It 

has been a very positive and 

fun way for our primary two 

and three pupils to end their 

week. 

Judo 

Good News Club 

Friday Fun Club 
Spanish 


