Staff News
At the beginning of February we will be welcoming back Mrs
Crooks to Primary Six and Seven and saying goodbye to Mr
McMillan for the remainder of the school year. During his time
away from school he will be spending some time in Lebanon
working in a refugee camp with Syrian children and helping to
provide teacher training for teams working in the camp. He will
also be working with Syrian families in community projects
based in Belfast and Magherafelt. He is looking forward to this
opportunity to continue his professional development and
bring what he has learned back to school when he returns to
Castleroe PS in September.
Mr McMillan is also planning to find time to fulfil an ambition
of his by climbing Mount Kilimanjaro. He will be raising money
for Macmillan Cancer, and we look forward to supporting him
in this endeavour.

Should you have any questions, queries
or concerns please do not hesitate in
contacting the Principal who will be only
to happy to help in any way!
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January
4th School Begins Again
18th Winnie the Pooh Day
23rd Handwriting Day
February
1st Number Day
5th Safer Internet Day
18th School Closes
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We strive to provide a warm, welcoming, secure environment where
children will recognise and achieve their full potential, while
preparing to meet the challenge of an ever changing world, in order
to make a positive contribution to society.

Governors, parents and friends came
together in the beautiful surroundings of
Macosquin Presbyterian church for our
Christmas Carol Service.
We were very proud of our pupils as they
brought the Christmas story to life through
their singing, recitation of poetry and
readings from the bible. We also enjoyed
listening to the violins and flutes
accompanied by Mrs McFaul. Everyone was
able to participate as we joined together in
singing well loved carols.
It was an opportunity for us to come together
as a school community and finish our first
term on a high note.

NSPCC—School Visit
.

Pupils enjoyed the visit of two representatives from NSPCC. They
spoke to all of the pupils in the assembly hall and then completed a
workshop with primary six and seven pupils.
They explained to the children about the importance of feeling safe
and what they should do if they had any

Shared Education—a successful learning Partnership
On Thursday 13th December the
Shared Education Parents’
Focus Group met for the first
time in Costa. In attendance
were three representatives from
our PTA – Joan Laverty, Kathy
Watson and Lia Connolly and
two representatives from
Ballyhackett PTA. Everyone
enjoyed having time to get to
know each other and think
about our shared work. The
group plans meet to again to
look at policy and talk about
greater parental involvement in
the work of the partnership

Parent Focus Group

P6/7 Shared Classes

Primary 1
Through the seasons with ..….
In recent weeks, Primary One pupils had opportunity to find out about
living things and talk about their families as they accompanied Stick
Man on his adventures through the seasons. They enjoyed looking at
the well-known story and exploring other texts written by the same
author. They also became adept at finding common characters in the
illustrations of the different books we read together. As they got to
grips with the Stick Man topic they completed a range of different
activities across the curriculum.

This term primary six and seven pupils have been working together during four shared lessons where they have been focusing on
their own identity and thinking about their similarities and
differences. They have also being discovering the difference between fact and opinion and have been inspired by the exploits of
Chris Bonington.

Primary 6/7 Study World War 2

Primary 1

Primary six and Seven pupils have been learning about World War 2 this
term. They have been finding out what it must have been like to be a child
during the war. They have written their own diary of an evacuee, packed
their suitcase and even created their own bomb shelters using copious
amounts of Mod Roc.
Another highlight was the visit of Major David Allen. He explained to the
pupils what it was like to be a soldier, gave them the opportunity to try on
all of his army kit and have their faces painted with camouflage.

PDMU
Pupils looked at similarities and differences between their families
and they discussed what made their friends happy and sad. They also
came up with lots of ideas and strategies that they can use to ‘fix’ situations!

WAU
Pupils found out which
animals hibernate, and they
also looked at the ways in
which trees change throughout the year.

Numeracy
Pupils have learned how to make
sets and count objects up to 5 and
form numerals up to 5. They have
made thin and thick people using
play dough and they have ordered
real sticks from tallest to shortest.

Primary 5/6
AS part of their learning in
the topic Food and
Farming P5/6 enjoyed a
visit to dominoes pizza
where they made their own
individual pizzas which
were delivered to school
for everyone to enjoy. A
tasty treat!

Arts
The children used pictures of the
story book characters as stimuli for
fantastic paintings of Santa,
snowmen and stick people. They
experimented with lollipop sticks
and other media to create pictures using natural and man-made
objects.

Primary 4

School Librarians
Primary
& Accelerated
2/3
Reading
In Topic Maths P2/3 have been learning about shape and pattern. In Art we
used the technique of printing and incorporated our Maths into our art to
make patterns on welly boots and
umbrellas.

We have been having fun with
practical maths in P4.
We played race to 100 to
practise our place value and
adding

In Art P2/3 experimented with different kinds of lines and patterns to
make these leaf pictures.

In World Around Us P2/3 have been learning about how deciduous trees change
through the seasons. We painted these
winter trees in the sunset.

We have been learning about extreme kinds of
weather. We made these snow globes as part
of our Christmas craft.

We have been learning about the
Christmas story in RE and made these
simple angels using 5 strips of paper.

We have also been learning about money. We
explored using different coins to make the same
amount and how to use the least amount of coins.

